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This fact sheet is prepared by the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans Education 
Committee for distribution to professors, 
teachers, librarians, principals, ethnic 
leaders, members of the press, and others 
interested in promoting an understanding of 
Black contributions to United States history. 
The SCV hopes this information will enrich 
the celebration of Black History Month 
during February. This sheet may be freely 
copied and distributed without permission or 
notice; if republished in part or whole, 
please credit the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans. 
 

"There are at the present moment, 
many colored men in the Confederate Army 
doing duty...as real soldiers, having muskets 
on their shoulders and bullets in 
their pockets...." Frederick Douglas, former 
slave & abolitionist (Fall, 1861) 
 

How many? Easily tens of 
thousands of blacks served the Confederacy 
as laborers, teamsters, cooks and even as 
soldiers. Some estimates indicate 25% of 
free blacks and 15% of slaves actively 
supported the South during the war. 
 
 
 

 
Why? Blacks served the South 

because it was their home, and because they 
hoped for the reward of patriotism; for these 
reasons they fought in every war 
through Korea, even though it meant 
defending a segregated United States. 
 

Emancipation? President Lincoln's 
Emancipation Proclamation did not free a 
single slave. Issued at a time when the  
Confederacy seemed to be winning the war, 
Lincoln hoped to transform a disagreement 
over secession into a crusade against 
slavery, thus preventing Great Britain (and 
France) from intervening on the side of the 
South. The proclamation allowed slavery to 
continue in the North as well as in 
Tennessee and large parts of Louisiana and 
Virginia. It applied only to Confederate-held 
slaves, which Lincoln had no authority over, 
but not to slaves under Federal control. 
 

Lincoln's Views? "I am not in favor 
of making voters or jurors of Negroes, nor 
of qualifying them to hold office...." 
9/15/1858 campaign speech "I have no 
purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere 
with the institution of slavery...." 3/4/1861 
First Inaugural Address "I am a little uneasy 
about the abolishment of slavery in this 
District [of Columbia]...." 3/24/1862 letter to 
Horace Greeley "If I could save the Union 
without freeing any slave I would do it...." 
8/22/1862 letter to Horace Greeley, New 
York Tribune editor. 
 
Confederate: Famed bridge engineer and 
former slave Horace King received naval 
contracts for building Confederate warships. 
A black servant named Sam Ashe killed the 
first Union officer during the war, 
abolitionist Major Theodore Winthrop. John 
W. Buckner, a black private, was wounded 
at Ft. Wagner repulsing the U.S. (Colored) 
54th Massachusetts Regiment. George  
Wallace, a servant who surrendered with  
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General Lee at Appomattox, later served in 
the Georgia Senate. Jim Lewis served 
General Stonewall Jackson, and was 
honored to hold his horse "Little Sorrel" at 
the general's funeral. Captured black 
cook Dick Poplar suffered cruelty by  
Yankee Negro guards at Pt. Lookout, MD 
for being a "Jeff Davis man." 
 

Union: A daring Robert Smalls 
engineered theft of the CSS Planter, 
presenting it to the Yankee blockading fleet 
at Charleston. Black Medal of Honor 
awardees Christian Fleetwood and William 
Carey bravely carried the banner at Ft. 
Wagner's assault in 1863. 
 

Colonial: The first man to die for 
the American cause of freedom was Crispus 
Attucks, a black seaman from Boston. At the 
time of the American Revolution, New York 
City held almost as many slaves as all of 
Georgia combined. 
 

Surprising Facts: In St. Louis, 
General John Fremont freed slaves of 
"disloyal" Missouri Confederates; an angry 
Lincoln fired him. Slaves in Washington, 
D.C. were not freed until April 1862, a year 
after the war began with the firing at Ft. 
Sumter. Slavery continued throughout the 
entire war in five Union-held states: DE, 
MD, WV, KY and MO. The New York City 
draft riots of July 1863 resulted in burning 
of a beautiful black orphanage and lynching 
of blacks. A provision in the Confederate 
Constitution prohibited the African slave 
trade outright (unlike the U.S. Constitution). 
Encouraged by General Lee, the CSA 
eventually freed slaves who would join the 
army, and did recruit and arm black 
regiments. C.S. General Robert E. Lee freed 
his family slaves before the war; Union Gen. 
U.S. Grant kept his wife's slaves well into 
the war. Many blacks owned slaves 
themselves. In 1861 Charleston, for 
example, a free colored planter named 
William Ellison owned 70 slaves. Even in 
1830 New York City, three decades before  
the war, eight black planters owned 17 slave 

Blacks Today: Nelson W. 
Winbush, a retired educator and SCV 

member, lectures on his black Confederate 
ancestor, private Louis N. Nelson. A black 
Chicago funeral home owner, Ernest A. 
Griffin, flies the CSA battle flag and erected 
at his own expense a $20,000 monument to 
the 6,000 Confederate soldiers who are 
buried on his property, once site of the 
Union prison Camp Douglas. Black 
professor Leonard Haynes (recently  
deceased) of Southern University (Baton 
Rouge) spoke regularly on black 
Confederates. American University's 
professor Edward Smith also lectures on the 
truth of black Confederate history and, with 
Nelson W. Winbush, has prepared an 
educational videotape entitled "Black 
Southern Heritage" (available at (954) 963-
4857) 
 

Info? Contact: Dr. Edward Smith, 
American University, 4400 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20016 (202) 
885-1192; Dean of American Studies, Dr. 
Smith (a black professor) is dedicated to 
clarifying the historical role of blacks. 
 

Websites: 

  

Library of Congress Black History Resource 
Guide 
http://www.lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/african/in
tro.html 
 
Sons of Confederate Veterans, International 
Headquarters - http://www.scv.org 
 

Books:  

 

Charles Kelly Barrow, et al. Forgotten 
Confederates: An Anthology About Black 
Southerners (1995) 
 
Iver Bernstein. The New York Draft Riots 
(1990) 
 
Ervin L. Jordan, Jr. Black Confederates and  
Afro-Yankees in Civil War Virginia (1995) 
 
Larry Koger. Black Slaveowners: Free 
Black Slaveowners in South Carolina, 1790-
1860 (1985, 1995) 
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Edward A. Miller, Jr. Gullah Statesman: 
Robert Smalls - From Slavery to 
Congressman, 1839-1915 (1995) 
 
Richard Rollins. Black Southerners in Gray 
(1994) 
 
Cornish Taylor. The Sable Arm: Negro 
Troops in the Union Army, 1861-1865 
(1956) 
 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

The Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV) is 
a patriotic, historical, and educational 
organization, founded in 1896, dedicated to 
honoring the sacrifices of the Confederate 
soldier and sailor, and to preserving 
Southern Culture. Its projects include 
educational talks, memorial dedications, 
medical research scholarships, and 
publication of Confederate Veteran 
magazine.  
 

The SCV is not affiliated with any other 

organization, except for its officers corps, 

the; 

 

MOS&B. For more information, call 1-

800-380-1896 or visit the SCV website at 

http://www.scv.org 

 

Copyright © 2004  

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

H.K. Edgerton, a member of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans will be the keynote 

speaker at an event to dedicate a 
headstone for an  

African-American Confederate soldier. 

 

Monday, May 26, 2014 

 
Black Confederate Black Confederate Black Confederate Black Confederate 

Soldier Soldier Soldier Soldier     

To To To To be honored at be honored at be honored at be honored at 

CeremonyCeremonyCeremonyCeremony    

 

By Michael Williams 

 

The U.S. Civil War was one of the 
most misunderstood wars in U.S. history. 
Few Americans realize that African-
Americans served with honor and distinction 
in both the U.S. Army and the Army of the 
Confederate States of America. One such 
African-American Confederate soldier will 
be honored by the United Sons of the 
Confederacy on June 7 in Elizabethton. The 
ceremony will be a dedication of a 
headstone for;  

 
Confederate Veteran  

Robert “Bob” Stover.  

 
Stover was the slave of Samuel Murray 
Stover whose brother, Daniel, was the son-
in-law of President Andrew Johnson. Robert 
Stover was born January 12, 1846 in Carter 
County, Tennessee.  
 
Robert Stover accompanied his master when 
he went off to fight for southern  
independence. Bob served as a teamster. As 
Robert and Samuel were returning from 
Virginia, they were captured by the Union  
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army at Fall Branch in March of 1865. They 
were released at the conclusion of the war a 
month later. Robert later received a pension 
from the state of Tennessee for his service to 
the Confederate Army.  
 
Although they were brothers, Daniel and 
Samuel served in the opposing armies. 
Daniel became commanding officer of the 
4th Tennessee Infantry Regiment (U.S.A.) 
while his brother served in the Confederacy.  
 
The military service of both Robert and 
Samuel will be saluted by Honor Guards of 
the 4th Tennessee Infantry, U.S.A. and 
Company F 59th Tennessee Mounted 
Infantry, C.S.A. following the dedication of 
Robert’s head stone.  
 
The keynote speaker for the event is H. K. 
Edgerton, an African-American activist for 
Southern heritage and an African-American 
member of the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans. Edgerton is a former president of 
the Asheville, North Carolina chapter of the 
NAACP (National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People), he is on 
the board of the Southern Legal Resource 
Center.  
 
The dedication will be held at Drake 
Cemetery on the outskirts of Elizabethton on 
June 7 at 2 p.m. The ceremony is sponsored 
by the Lt. Robert J. Tipton Camp #2083, 
Sons of Confederate Veterans, of 
Elizabethton. The event is scheduled to 
begin at 2 p.m. Parking will be in a large 
field off Hwy 19E---across from Mills 
Greenhouse. The cemetery, from this 
location, can be easily accessed without any 
special assistance needed for handicapped.  
 
 
[For GPS, use Mills Greenhouse and 
Landscape, 2755 Hwy 19E, Elizabethton, 
TN]. The field is across the highway from 
this location. For additional information, 
contact Scott Bowers at 423-773-6374 or 
Bill Hicks at 423-542-6782. 
 

Announcements and statements from the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans, Inc. The SCV 
was founded in 1896 to honor and preserve 
the history and heritage of Confederate 
soldiers, sailors and marines. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                

            Black ConfederatesBlack ConfederatesBlack ConfederatesBlack Confederates    
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A Virtual Cemetery created by: 

Martha Reid 19 UDC 

 
Description: Black slaves and freeman’s 

who fought in the; 

Confederate States Army 

 
Records 1 to 40 (of 55 total matches) 
Find your ancestors at Ancestry.com 

 
Berry, Slave 13437654 

b. unknown d. Mar. 3, 1865 
Old City Cemetery Lynchburg, Lynchburg 

City, Virginia, USA 
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Brown, Alfred 116647164 

b. Feb. 4, 1844 d. Apr. 6, 1928 
Fort Hill Cemetery, Cleveland, Bradley, 

County, Tennessee, USA 
 

Birth:  Feb. 4, 1844 South Carolina, USA 
Death:  Apr. 6, 1928 Tennessee, USA 
 
The first dedication ceremony took place at 
Fort Hill Cemetery for Alfred Brown. He 
was born a slave on Feb. 4, 1844 in South 
Carolina. His father's name was also Alfred, 
but his mother is unknown. His master was 
Dr. George Brown. Before the War, Dr. 
Brown bought a plantation in Murray Co., 
Ga. and moved his family and slaves there. 
 
When the War Between the States started, 
Alfred went with his "young master" Dr. 
James Brown to act as carrier of messages 
and packages from the doctor to others. He 
also helped with the care of the sick and 
wounded soldiers. At the Battle of 
Chickamauga, the doctor's tent was very 
near the battlefield. The shells and bullets 
were flying all around. It was there that 
Alfred Brown was wounded twice in one 
day. A mini-ball went through his left thigh 
and a piece of bombshell hit his right leg. He 
was badly wounded.  
 
Dr. Brown took Alfred to Dalton, Ga. to a 
cousin's home to recover. After the War, 
Alfred lived in Murray Co., Ga. for a few 
years and then moved to Cleveland. He had  
 

one son which preceded him in death. He 
applied for a pension in 1927 and drew this 
pension until his death on April 6, 1928.  
 
UDC Jefferson Davis Chapter No. 900 Vice 
President Marilyn Kinne extensively 
researched Alfred Brown's history and was 
unable to find any of his descendants. 

 

 

Brown, Henry "Dad" 95298373 

b. 1830 d. Nov. 2, 1907 Cannon Cemetery, 
Darlington, Darlington County, South 

Carolina, USA 
 

Byrd, Ned 45343188 

b. unknown d. Feb. 6, 1942 
Watts Grove Baptist Church 

Monroe, Union County, North Carolina, 
USA 

Birth:  unknown Lancaster County 
South Carolina, USA 
Death:  Feb. 6, 1942 Union County 
North Carolina, USA 
 
Grave is unmarked. Ned was a jack-of-all-
trades and made his mark in the newspaper 
business, running the printing press for 
many years for a local Monroe paper known 
as "The Monroe Register". This was back in 
the 1890s when a strong arm and good lungs 
were necessary for this late night job per an 
article about Ned from The Monroe Journal, 
Tues., Mar. 4, 1930, p.1.  
 
This same article revealed that Ned and his 
young master, King Byrd, struck a deal 
before heading for the battlefields of the 
Civil War. Though written in the oft-
offensive style of those times towards the 
black population, the story itself is what is 
significant. In the story shared by Ned, King 
Byrd told Ned that if he [Ned] got killed 
first, he would bring Ned back home to 
Lancaster but if he [King] got killed first, he 
asked that Ned bring him home to his 
mother. 
Ned would later draw a pension for his 
service as a bodyguard in the Confederacy 
during the Civil War and told about going to  
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war with his master's son, King Byrd. Per 
the pension, King did not survive and Ned 
brought the body back home to S. C. 
(Lancaster area) for burial as promised.  
 
When asked on the 1930 census (Union 
County, NC, Monroe Twp) if he was a 
Veteran, he answered "Yes" and indicated 
the Civil War. He attended several of the 
national reunions for the confederate 
veterans and in the 1930 article cited above, 
he shared how happy those reunions made 
him. Living a long life, Ned was the last 
surviving Civil War pensioner of Union 
County, NC.  
 
His death notice appeared in The Monroe 
Journal, Tuesday, Feb. 10, 1942 on page 5, 
"Ned Byrd Last of Pensioners, Dead".  
 
The final two paragraphs of this notice: 
"Ned, always talkative, was a general 
favorite. He was in his prime a first class 
worker, and engaged in any kind of manual 
labor. He died at the home of his son-in-law, 
Walter Mosely, who lives near the graded 
school. For years he attended Confederate 
reunions with Major [W.C.] Heath and was 
a general favorite with old soldiers. The 
funeral was held Sunday afternoon at Watt's 
Grove near Shiloh, by Rev. Gus Horne, 
assisted by pastors of Monroe colored 
churches. It was a large funeral, in charge of 
the colored undertaker, Ace Crowell. 
Besides the colored people, a number of 
white persons attended. Among these were 
Miss Lura Heath, Mrs. E. C. Winchester, 
Mr. John R. Welsh and Miss Judy Welsh. 
The U.D.C. also sent flowers. The casket 
was draped with the Confederate flag and 
the ivy wreath." 
 
Census research revealed the following 
children (no certain order) living with him 
and his wife, Penny (aka Penie/Pansy).  
 
In the 1880 Lancaster Co., SC census: Effy 
J., Willie L., Eddie A. 
 
 
 

In the 1900 Union County, NC census: Jno 
(Jonathan? Jonah?), James "Jim", Sam,  
 
Henry, Louisa, Manakiah "Mack", Ida, 
Daisy.  
 
Marriage and Death Certificates reveal that 
Lula or "Lu" was a d/o of Ned & Penny. She 
died in 1966 and is buried at Hillcrest City 
Cemetery (she married Walter 
Mosely/Mosley). She is probably the 
"Louisa" in the 1900 census but the family 
had not heard her called this. Per Lu's 
daughter, Ned had 22 children.  
[revised slightly 10-26-2015-pmp] 
 

 

 
 

Carnine, Levi S. 84701883 

b. unknown d. Jan. 16, 1886  
Mansfield Cemetery,  

Mansfield, De Soto Parish 
Louisiana, USA 

 
Birth:  unknown 
Death:  Jan. 16, 1886 Mansfield, De Soto 
Parish, Louisiana, USA 
 
Saturday, January 23, 1886 Fredericksburg 
(Virginia) Star newspaper obituary "Levy 
Carnine, an old colored man, was buried by  
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the Confederate veterans in Mansfield, La., 
on Sunday. He was a body servant during 
the Indian war of 1836, and went faithfully 
through the late war with the DeSoto, La. 
Pelican Rifles. After his master was killed 
he continued to serve his company until the 
war was over. After the war he became an 
active Democrat and worked hard to 
overthrow Radicalism in Louisiana. The 
veterans of the Pelican Rifles attended his 
funeral in a body. Peace to his ashes." 
 
Levi's wife, Frances, is shown as being a 
widow on the 1900 census in Mansfield. She 
is living in enumeration district 54, sheet 
2B, line 57. The 1870 census has Levi as 
being born in 1813 in Kentucky. The 1880 
census has him being born in 1820 in 
Maryland. Levi and Frances had the 
following four daughters: Susan, Sophia, 
Sarah, and Phillis. Susan, Sarah, and Phillis 
are on the 1900 census, living with their 
mother. This census shows their father, 
Levi, born in Georgia, so there are 3 
possibilities for his birthplace. His daughter, 
Sarah, married Matthew Brown. Daughter, 
Susan, married a Tucker. 

 
Carter, William C. 96690293 

b. Sep., 1844 d. May 15, 1930  
Bakers Creek Cemetery, Blount County 

Tennessee, USA 
 

Note: Free-born Black Confederate; only 
one in Blount County to receive the State of 
Tennessee Colored Man's Pension for his 
Confederate service. Buried in unmarked 
grave. Owned 104-acre farm on waters of 
Bakers Creek. Wife: Phebe Thompson. 
 
Sgt. William Carter was a free black who, 
according to his pension application, served 
in Company D, 62nd Infantry, under Capt. 

Rowan. He resided in the Meadow 
Community following the Civil War. 
 
Sgt. William C. Carter's final resting place, 
an unmarked grave, was located after 
diligent research and a monument placed in 
the cemetery near the marked grave of his  
 
brother, Frank Carter, by members of the 
Captain W.Y.C. Chapter 1881, United 
Daughters of the Confederacy. 
 
Russell said Tennessee was the first state to 
recognize the service of men of color in the 
Confederate Army, and more than 250 
"colored" pension applications are on file at 
the Tennessee State Library and Archives. 
As she looked through the files, she 
discovered one soldier from Blount County 
on the list — William Carter. She obtained a 
copy of his pension application and began 
piecing his story together. 
 
"In one part of the application, it has a 
statement there, ‘Who was your master?' and 
he says, ‘I was freeborn.'  
 
The search for Carter has been a labor of 
love for Elaine Russell, Hannum Chapter 
grave marker chairman. "I've worked on this 
project for about four years. It is nice to 
finally come to closure and be able to honor 
this worthy Confederate," she said. "I have 
researched his life from the 1850 census (he 
was born in 1844), all the way to the 1930 
census, and his death on May 15, 1930, at 
his son's home in Knoxville. I have a copy 
of his death certificate, his approved 
Tennessee Colored Man's Pension 
Application, his marriage license and 
certificate, the deed to his farm in the 
Meadow Community and a bill of sale for a  
portion of it." 
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Chandler, Silas 14505541 

 
Birth:  Jan. 1, 1837 
Death:  Oct. 20, 1919 

Burial: Greenwood Cemetery 
West Point, Clay County, Mississippi, USA 

  
Maintained by: Bradley Moody 

Originally Created by: Natalie Maynor 
Record added: Jun 04, 2006  

Find A Grave Memorial# 14505541 
 

Cleveland, Dock 91519499 

b. 1844 d. 1937 
Pineywood Cemetery, Winter Park 
Orange County, Florida, USA 

 
Birth:  1844 
Death:  1937 

 
Private, Confederate States Army  

  
Family links:  
 Children: 

  Arthur Cleveland (1876 - 1960)* 
  

 
Burial: 

Pineywood Cemetery  
Winter Park 
Orange County 
Florida, USA 

Plot: unmarked. unrecorded. Family 
knowledge (according to Rev. Haygood 
Cleveland, Dock's grandson) he is between 
Arthur/Jessie Cleveland and Jessie's father, 
John Bland in plot 203. I did see the original 
cemetery book and a grave is drawn on the 

page, but the writing has faded and the 
cemetery staff and I presume it to be Dock's 
burial location based upon WPA Survey, 
family knowledge and nearby relatives. 

  
 

Created by: Merf 
Record added: Jun 07, 2012  

Find A Grave Memorial# 91519499 
 
 

 
 

Clyburn, Weary 60770561 

b. 1841 d. Mar. 30, 1930 
Hillcrest Cemetery, Monroe 

Union County, North Carolina, USA 
 
Weary was known for his fiddle playing and 
his enthusiastic approach to life. Raised with 
his master's son, Thomas F. (Frank) 
Clyburn, Weary went to war with Frank, 
becoming his bodyguard and servant. Frank 
was a Captain with the 12th SC, Co. E. 
Weary applied for a pension for his service 
in the War Between the States on February 
1, 1926. He was one of the first persons of 
color to receive a Confederate pension in 
Union County, NC. The oral history he 
shared with the Union County pension board 
tells us he was present at the training camp 
in Columbia [SC] and also with the 
company at Charleston, Morris Island, 
Page's Point and Hilton Head "and other 
places throughout the war; that at Hilton 
Head, while under fire of the enemy he 
carried his master out of the field of fire on 
his shoulder; that he performed personal
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services for Robert E. Lee; that he has been 
a resident of this county [Union County, 
NC] for four years; that he is eighty-five 
(85) years old; has a wife and foolish boy to 
support..." (the family shared that the 
'foolish boy' was named Lee) Attorney, J. P. 
Richards of Lancaster, SC submitted an 
affidavit dated January 22, 1926 for Weary's 
pension application that verified that "Worry 
D. Clyburn seved [served] in the 
Confederate Army from the years 1863- to 
1865, along with Capt. Frank Clyburn of the 
12th regiment of the South Carolina 
volunteers;...he is eligible for pension if he 
lived in this state. However, as he lives in 
the state of North Carolina, I sincerely 
recommend him for pension and any other 
possible aid obtainable in that state." 
 
Weary went on Confederate Reunion trips 
from Monroe, NC. One such trip written 
about in the Monroe Enquirer, May 3, 1928, 
p. 1 shared who was going: "Two coaches--
sleeping and special--will be available for 
the 85 Monroe and Union county citizens 
who will make the trip to Little Rock 
[Arkansas]. Twenty-one veterans have given 
Adjutant [W.C.] Heath their names...to make 
the trip." 
All 21 names are listed in this article, with 
the last one being "and Weary Clyburn, 
colored." 
 
Per his notice of death in The Monroe 
Journal, Tuesday, April 1, 1930 (page 1), 
Weary was "a fiddle player and by reason of 
his picturesque appearance and his fiddling 
around the hotels he always brought back 
some cash from the reunions. He was a 
member of Camp Walkup. He was around 
ninety years of age and died Sunday". The 
article, a death notice shared with another 
Confederate Pensioner of Color, Aaron 
Perry, began with: "Uncle Weary Clyburn, 
long a figure here and at Confederate 
reunions, was buried yesterday wrapped in 
the Confederate uniform of gray."  
 
His grave was marked in the summer of 
2008 by the SCV, James Miller Camp 2116. 
 
Note: Death Certificate lists "Methodist 
Cemetery", another name given to the old, 

original burial grounds which are now part 
of Hillcrest City Cemetery. 
  

Burial: 
Hillcrest Cemetery, Monroe, Union County 

North Carolina, USA 
  

 
 

Maintained by: Genealogy Librarian 
Originally Created by: Patricia Poland 

Record added: Oct 28, 2010 
Find A Grave Memorial# 60770561 

 
 

 
 

Collier, Holt 10431545 

b. 1846 d. Aug. 1, 1936 
Live Oak Cemetery 

Greenville, Washington County 
Mississippi, USA 

 
Birth:  1846 
Jefferson 

Jefferson County 
Mississippi, USA 
Death:  Aug. 1, 1936 

Greenville 
Washington County 
Mississippi, USA 
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Holt Collier was born into slavery in 1846 
and was the slave of Howell Hinds. Hinds 
County is named after Howell's father, Gen. 
Thomas Hinds. At a very early age, Holt 
demonstrated his marksmanship with the 
rifle. At the age of 10, he killed his first 
Black Bear which would be one of over 
3000 killed by Holt. At the outbreak of the 
War for Southern Independence, Holt's 
master and son left for the War after giving 
him his freedom papers and being told he 
was too young to fight and to remain on the 
plantation. Holt disobeyed his master by 
running away from the plantation, stowing 
away on a riverboat and joining Howell and 
his son in Memphis, TN. Holt, by choice, 
joined the 9th Texas Brigade serving in 
Company I throughout the War. During 
Reconstruction, Holt was accused and 
acquitted for the alleged murder of Captain 
James King by a military tribunal in 
Vicksburg. Holt left the state on advice 
given by William A. Percy of Greenville 
going to Texas working as a cowboy on the 
ranch of his former commander, Sullivan 
Ross, future Governor of Texas. Upon the 
murder of his former master, Holt returned 
to Greenville for his funeral and remained in 
Greenville for the rest of his life. Holt 
became nationally known in 1903 as the 
guide for the Teddy Roosevelt Bear Hunt of 
that year. This hunt gave rise to the "Teddy 
Bear" when Teddy refused to shoot a bear 
captured by Holt and tied to a tree. Holt 
lived to the age of about 90, passing from 
this life on August 1, 1936. Holt was buried 
on August 3 in Live Oak Cemetery which is 
located on the old Plumridge Plantation 
where Holt grew-up and hunted black bear.  

  

  

 
Burial: 

Live Oak Cemetery  
Greenville 

Washington County, Mississippi, USA 
  

Created by: doc 
Record added: Feb 05, 2005  

Find A Grave Memorial# 10431545 
 

 

Cooper, George E. "Old Confed" 

59851779 

b. 1821 d. Jun. 12, 1915 
Confederate Cemetery 

Dallas, Dallas County, Texas, USA 
 

Birth:  1821 
Death:  Jun. 12, 1915 

Dallas,  Dallas County, Texas, USA 

 

George E. Cooper, 94 years old, negro 
Confederate Veteran, died Friday night at 
the City Hospital. The veterans of Camp 
Sterling Price had supported him for a 
number of years, and the funeral yesterday 
afternoon was under the auspices of the 
camp. The burial was in the Confederate lot 
in Oakland Cemetery. Until the infirmities 
of age overtook him, Cooper was known 
about town as "Old Confed." He always 
wore the Confederate uniform. During the 
war he was in Joseph E. Johnston's 
command. Old soldiers said he was in the 
thick of the fighting at the battle of Franklin, 
Tenn. He had no family. 
 
Dallas News 
06-13-1915 
 
Born about 1821. 
  
Burial: 
Confederate Cemetery  
Dallas 
Dallas County 
Texas, USA 
   
Created by: Carol Moore 
Record added: Oct 09, 2010  
Find A Grave Memorial# 59851779
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b. 1843 d. Jul. 18, 1927 
Craig Memorial Cemetery 
Old Pickens, Oconee County 

South Carolina, USA 
 

Birth:  1843 
Pickens County 

South Carolina, USA 
Death:  Jul. 18, 1927 

Norris 
Pickens County 

South Carolina, USA 
 

 
 

Henry followed his childhood friend, John 
Craig, to fight in Virginia. They fought 
under the Company A. First South Carolina 
Rifles from 1861 to 1864. When John lost 
his arm because of a wound, Henry brought 
him home to Pickens. The two remained 
close friends, and when Henry married, he 
named one of his five children John. 
 
The ceremony Sunday was part of a national 
search to identify the graves of Confederate 
soldiers, said Ron Sloan, commander of the 
Joseph Norton Camp of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans. The group performed 
the ceremony that has been in the works 
since November. 
 
Besides John and Henry Craig, three other 
Craig men fought in the Civil War and now 
reside in the family cemetery. William, 
Arthur and Lawrence were John's brothers. 
Henry Craig chose to stay with the Craig 
family after he was granted freedom. When 
the elder John Craig died, Henry Craig 
moved away. But he returned to Pickens in 
his last years. He died on July 18, 1927. (bio 
by: Dixie Home Georgia)  
  

Inscription: 

Last Slave of Craig Family 
  

Burial: 
Craig Memorial Cemetery  

Old Pickens 
Oconee County 

South Carolina, USA 
 

 
  

Created by: Jenna Barrett 
Record added: Oct 11, 2011  

Find A Grave Memorial# 78227918 
 

 

Cunningham, Wyatt 113766861 

b. Mar. 12, 1825 d. Nov. 10, 1933 
Ebenezer AME Zion Church 

Waxhaw, Union County, North Carolina, 
USA 
 

Birth:  Mar. 12, 1825 
South Carolina, USA 
Death:  Nov. 10, 1933 

 
Though his birth year was listed as 1825 on 
his death record, it is believed that he was 
probably born sometime later - his age 
fluctuates throughout the census records so 
it is difficult to determine. His death record 
also named his parents as Jack & Harriet 
Cunningham. Wyatt served in the 
Confederate Armies beginning in 1862 as a 
'Waggoner', running supplies around 
Winnsboro, Camden, Ridgeway and into 
Charleston -- areas of South Carolina. He 
was wounded in the leg near the end of the 
war in March 1865. After the war, he was 
found in Lancaster County, SC (per 
census)...by 1920 Wyatt was in Union 
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County, NC ("McCain's Mill area" on 
census) spending his later years as a laborer 
and farmer and still later living with his 
youngest daughter, Roseanna. Possibly 
married twice judging from censuses 
(Amanda is with him in the 1870 census; 
later Patsy,who dies in 1919 per Family 
Search, & yet is listed with him on the 1920 
census record; on his death record, a Mollie 
McWain is listed as spouse - was that 
suppose to be McCain?). Census research 
will show several grandchildren with him 
but the only children seen over the years are: 
Wiatt, a son, and daughters, Ethel and 
Rose/Roseanna --this, of course, does not 
mean these were his only children. During 
the wartime period he was owned by Dr. 
Thomas McDowell of Liberty, SC so most 
likely this was where he was born. Wyatt 
received a pension for his service from 
North Carolina beginning in 1931. He 
attended at least one reunion with the old 
fellow soldiers, leaving on a train under the 
"watchful eye" of W. C. Heath, headed to 
Richmond on June 20, 1932. A total of 
twelve made the trip, four of whom were 
'colored'. Death date and burial come from 
his death certificate; reunion trip 
information from "The Monroe Enquirer" 
(June 16 & 20 of 1932). Service information 
from his 1931 pension application.  

  
Note: No marker has been found for Wyatt's 

grave. 
  

Burial: 
Ebenezer AME Zion Church Cemetery  

Waxhaw 
Union County 

North Carolina, USA 
  

Maintained by: Genealogy Librarian 
Originally Created by: Patricia Poland 

Record added: Jul 13, 2013  
Find A Grave Memorial# 113766861 

 

Dabney, Mack 44115233 

b. 1845 d. 1913 
Maplewood Cemetery 

Pulaski, Giles County, Tennessee, USA 
 

Birth:  1845, USA 

Death:  1913 
Giles County 
Tennessee, USA 

 
 

 
  

Burial: 
Maplewood Cemetery  

Pulaski, Giles County, Tennessee, USA 
 

MACK DABNEY, C.S.A. MAURY CO. 
TN. SOLDIER'S PENSION #C90 3RD 

[SIC] INF. 
Mary Bob McClain 

 

 
  

Created by: D & J Cloninger 
Record added: Nov 09, 2009  

Find A Grave Memorial# 44115233 
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Darnes, Dr Alexander H 93242338 

b. 1846 d. Feb. 11, 1894 
Old Jacksonville City Cemetery 

Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida, USA 
 

Birth:  1846 Saint Augustine 
St. Johns County, Florida, USA 

Death:  Feb. 11, 1894 
Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida, USA 

 
Alexander H. Darnes (1846 - February 11, 
1894) was an African American born into 
slavery in the city of St. Augustine, Florida 
who became one of the first black 
physicians in the state of Florida. Darnes 
was the son of Violent Pinkney a black slave 
owned by the parents of Edmund Kirby 
Smith who served as a lieutenant general in 
the Confederate States Army during the 
American Civil War. 
Both Darnes and Smith lived on the same 
property in St. Augustine, the historic Segui-
Kirby Smith House (also known as the Old 
Public Library) at 12 Aviles Street. In 1855 
at about the age of 15 Darnes left St. 
Augustine to serve as personal valet to 
Smith then a member of the United States 
Army serving in the Western territories. He 
continued to serve Kirby throughout the 
Civil War including at the First Battle of 
Bull Run in Virginia. 
After the South's defeat, Darnes (with  
 
 

support from Gen. Kirby-Smith's sister, Mrs. 
Lucien Webster, the widow of an army 
officer who kept her allegiance to the Union 
in the Civil War) attended Lincoln 
University in Pennsylvania. He then 
attended Howard University, the historic 
black university in Washington, D.C., where 
he graduated with a medical degree in 1880. 
Upon returning to Florida he set up a private 
medical practice in Jacksonville, Florida 
becoming the first black physician in the 
city and the second in the state of Florida. 
Darnes built a thriving practice operated out 
of his home on Ocean Street and became a 
pillar of the community. He won praise for 
his work during the smallpox and yellow 
fever epidemics that swept Jacksonville 
during his years there, including the 
devastating yellow fever epidemic of 1887-
1888 that swept through Florida and reached 
Jacksonville in the summer of 1888. Almost 
everyone who could afford to fled the city, 
roughly half the city's population of 25,000. 
Darnes stayed behind to help as best he 
could receiving help in his endeavors from 
his friend and fellow Howard Medical 
alumnus Dr. Lemuel W. Livingston. 
 
Darnes died in February 1894, less than a 
year after Edmund Kirby Smith's death in 
March 1893. He received a large and 
extravagant funeral attended by both black 
and white citizens of Jacksonville. 
A bronze sculpture of Smith and Darnes was 
created in 2004 by artist Maria Kirby-Smith 
a great granddaughter of the Confederate 
general. The life sized bronze sculpture is 
located in the courtyard garden of the Segui-
Kirby Smith House. It was the first public 
statue honoring a black man in the nation's 
oldest city--which had also been one of the 
great battlefields of the civil rights 
movement in the 1960s, and was frequently 
criticized for portraying only the white part 
of its history. 

Burial: 
Old Jacksonville City Cemetery  

Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida, USA 
  

Created by: Catahoula Hound 
Record added: Jul 07, 2012  

Find A Grave Memorial# 93242338 
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Divinity, Howard 150034648 

b. 1826 d. Mar. 16, 1934 
Hunters Cemetery 

Smyrna, Copiah County, Mississippi, USA 
 

Frost, Tom 115843571 

b. 1836 d. Mar. 28, 1900 
Evergreen Cemetery 

Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida, USA 
 

Gordon, Nathan 44115284 

b. 1844 d. 1922 
Maplewood Cemetery 

Pulaski, Giles County, Tennessee, USA 
 

 

Harris, John F. 135332447 

b. unknown d. unknown 
No cemetery 

Click name for details 
 

Hemphill, Burrell 44216050 

b. unknown d. Feb., 1865 
Hopewell Reformed Presbyterian 

Blackstock, Chester County, South Carolina, 
USA 
 

 

Hickman, John "Uncle John" 29768053 

b. Mar. 16, 1820 d. Aug. 16, 1931 
Oakwood Cemetery 

Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas, USA 
 
Birth:  Mar. 16, 1820 
Virginia, USA 
Death:  Aug. 16, 1931 
Fort Worth 
Tarrant County 
Texas, USA 
 
Negro Who Saw Lee Surrender Dies; to Be 
Buried Wednesday 
 
Uncle John Hickman, the 111-year old 
negro whose residence in Texas for the last 
century was replete with historical 
experiences, who shined Sam Houston's 
boots, saw Lee surrender and was sent into 
the Alamo to find James Bowie's body, will 
be buried in White Settlement Road, Fort 
Worth. He died last week. 
 

Mrs. Guy W. Gregory of Fort Worth was in 
Dallas Tuesday with the information that 
Uncle John would not be able to appear at 
this year's State Fair of Texas, where he was 
one of the attractions. 
 
The United Daughters of the Confederacy in 
Fort Worth are draping the old negro's 
casket with a Confederate flag and helping 
defray the funeral costs. He will be buried 
beside his wife, from whom the injustices of 
the slavery system separated him for twenty-
nine years. One son of the twelve children 
born to them will be at the funeral. Will 
Smith, who is now white-haired and 70. 
 
Uncle John, a slave in Virginia, was brought 
to Texas by George Bowie, brother to Col. 
James Bowie. After the Alamo's destruction 
he was sent to fetch Bowie's body, but found 
that impossible. Once he got a dime for 
shining Sam Houston's boots. He was in the 
trenches near by when Lee Surrendered to 
Grant. He knew John Chisum , for whom 

he punched cattle in New Mexico; and 

Billy the Kid. 

 
Dallas Morning News, August 19, 1931  
  
Note: Was number 178 of 327 graves moved 
from White Settlement Cemetery to 
Oakwood in 1952 - 1953. 
  
Burial: 
Oakwood Cemetery, Fort Worth 
Tarrant County, Texas, USA 
Plot: Block 0, Lot 9 W1/2, Space 3 
  
Created by: Debbie Gibbons 
Record added: Sep 12, 2008  
Find A Grave Memorial# 29768053 
 

 
Jackson, Martin 65168654 

b. 1844 d. Jan. 17, 1940 
Memory Gardens 

Victoria, Victoria County, Texas, USA 

 

Jackson, Martin 143688623 

b. Aug. 20, 1846 d. Jan. 15, 1940 
Memory Gardens 

Victoria, Victoria County, Texas, USA 
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Johnson, Prince A 83957840 

b. 1836 d. Sep. 3, 1896 
Evergreen Cemetery 

Bartow, Polk County, Florida, USA 
 

Lee, Clark 75336029 

b. Jan., 1848 d. Jan. 14, 1928 
Forest Hills Cemetery 

Chattanooga, Hamilton County 
Tennessee, USA 

 
Lester, Richard 44115361 

b. 1843 d. 1931 
Maplewood Cemetery 

Pulaski, Giles County, Tennessee, USA 
 

Lester, Robert 44115395 

b. 1845 d. 1929 
Maplewood Cemetery 

Pulaski, Giles County, Tennessee, USA 

 

McDonald, George "Uncle" 65156945 

b. unknown d. unknown 
No cemetery 

Click name for details 
 

Middleton, Louis B. 127444931 

b. 1848 d. Oct. 1, 1935 
Emanuel AME Church Cemetery 
Charleston, Charleston County 

South Carolina, USA 
 

Miller, Levi 63641418 

b. 1836 d. Feb. 25, 1921 
Evergreen Cemetery 

Lexington, Lexington City 
Virginia, USA 

 
Moore, Benjamin 116380339 

b. May 10, 1832 d. Mar. 11, 1931
 Pleasant Hill Cemetery 
Bradley County, Tennessee, USA 

 

Moore, Giles 44115410 

b. 1833 d. 1926 
Maplewood Cemetery 

Pulaski, Giles County, Tennessee, USA 

Nelson, Louis Napoleon 97119495 

b. 1846 d. Aug. 26, 1934 
Canfield Cemetery 

Ripley, Lauderdale County, Tennessee, 
USA 

 
 

 

Osborne, Pvt. Emanuel 9374329 

b. May 7, 1843 d. Apr. 10, 1907 
San Lorenzo Cemetery 

Saint Augustine, St. Johns County, Florida, 
USA 

 
Papino, Isaac 9374326 

b. 1813 d. unknown 
San Lorenzo Cemetery 

Saint Augustine, St. Johns County, Florida, 
USA 

 

Perry, Hampton "Uncle Hamp" 65157522 

b. Nov., 1819 d. unknown 
No cemetery 

Click name for details 
 

Poplar, Pvt. Richard "Dick" 18140931 

b. 1816 d. May 22, 1886 
Blandford Cemetery 

Petersburg, Petersburg City, Virginia, USA 
 

Pouncey, Frederick "Uncle Fed" 

65162324 

b. 1825 d. unknown 
No cemetery 

Click name for details 

 

Quarls, Pvt. J Richard 15525706 

b. Dec. 21, 1833 d. Mar. 1, 1925 
Rose Cemetery 

Tarpon Springs, Pinellas County, Florida, 
USA 

 

Rucker, Amos 11070281 

b. unknown d. 1905 
South View Cemetery 

Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia, USA 
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Shields, Jefferson 66945069 

b. 1829 d. 1918 
Evergreen Cemetery 

Lexington, Lexington City, Virginia, USA 
 
Jefferson Shields served as a Private in 
Company H, 27th Virginia Infantry in the 
Stonewall Brigade. He was a servant to Col. 
James K. Edmondson, Company H, 27th 
Virginia Infantry, the Rockbridge Rifles. 
Not enough is known about this black 
(African-American) man's life. He was a 
cook to General Stonewall Jackson and his 
brigade. Whoa! Hats off to this American 
man, who helped change our history. 
 
RB adds: According to the book, "Civil 
War: A Complete Photographic History" (by 
William C. Davis and Bell L. Wiley, 2005), 
Jefferson Shields was General "Stonewall" 
Jackson's wartime cook. See his photo taken 
about 1905. 
 
HB adds: Writer Richard Williams research 
unveiled that Jeff Shields was a body 
servant of Colonel James Kerr Edmondson 
of Lexington, Virginia (27th Virginia 
Infantry). His research also uncovered that 
Jeff Shields was a cook for members of the 
Stonewall Jackson Brigade. As an example, 
Elihu Samuel Riley's book also quotes Jeff 
Shields as stating, "When [General 
Stonewall Jackson] prayed, he would say, 
‘Remember Jeff.'" 
 
NB adds: Cook for Stonewall Jackson's 
Brigade 

"He became a favorite of Confederate 
veterans' groups, attending many reunions 
and special events after the war. While in 
attendance at a reunion of the survivors of 
the Stonewall Brigade in Staunton, "Uncle" 
Jeff was voted in as a member of the brigade 
and authorized to wear one of the brigade's 
badges. According to Boley, Shields was 
proud to attend these meetings and display 
the badges and ribbons the old Confederates 
gave him; "Uncle Jeff attended all 
Confederate reunions in many parts of the 
South, where he was always the recipient of 
much attention, about which he talked 
freely… . After each reunion he had a fresh 
supply of medals and when he would 
proudly open his coat to display them he 
looked like the Kaiser on parade." 
 
There's also more data on him (2009) at 
http://oldvirginiablog.blogspot.com/2009/05
/jefferson-shields.html 
   
Family links:  
Spouse: 
  Mary McNutt Shields (1848 - 1916)* 

  
Burial: 

Evergreen Cemetery  
Lexington ,Lexington City, Virginia, USA 

  
Created by: LSP 

Record added: Mar 15, 2011  
Find A Grave Memorial# 66945069 

 
 

Shropshire, Robert "Bob" 65157399 

b. unknown d. Dec. 17, 1907 
No cemetery 

Birth:  unknown 
Nashville, Davidson County, Tennessee, 

USA 
Death:  Dec. 17, 1907 
Louisiana, USA 

 
Confederate black veteran, Texas  

  
Burial: 

Non-Cemetery Burial 
  

Created by: Martha Reid 19 UDC 
Record added: Feb 04, 2011  

Find A Grave Memorial# 65157399 
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Stewart, Wiley A. 23649366 

b. unknown d. Jul. 26, 1864 
Stonewall Confederate Cemetery 

Griffin, Spalding County, Georgia, USA 
 

Served with Co H, 4th TN Cavalry. Written 
on memorial stone are these words: "Free 

Man of Colour."  
  

Burial: 
Stonewall Confederate Cemetery  

Griffin 
Spalding County 
Georgia, USA 

  
Created by: Michael Dover 
Record added: Dec 30, 2007  

Find A Grave Memorial# 23649366 
 

 
Stone, Major 65162506 

b. unknown d. Oct. 15, 1915 
No cemetery 

Click name for details 
 

Birth:  unknown 
Death:  Oct. 15, 1915 

Batesville 
Independence County 
Arkansas, USA 

 
Confederate black veteran, Arkansas  

  
Burial: Unknown 

  
Created by: Martha Reid 19 UDC 
Record added: Feb 04, 2011  

Find A Grave Memorial# 65162506 
 

 
Stover, Robert "Bob" 115334965 

b. Jan. 12, 1846 d. Aug. 15, 
1924Fitzsimmons Cemetery 
Elizabethton, Carter County 

Tennessee, USA 
 
Birth:  Jan. 12, 1846 
Elizabethton, Carter County, Tennessee, 
USA 
Death:  Aug. 15, 1924 Elizabethton 
Carter County, Tennessee, USA 
 

Former slave Robert Stover filed his 
Confederate pension record under former 
owner, Samuel Murray Stover, who was a 
"Confederate Citizen"; Samuel being a 
commissary officer who worked with 
quartermasters to supply the Confederate 
cavalry with necessities. Robert was with 
Samuel in March of 1865 at Fall Branch, 
TN, when they were captured and returned 
to Elizabethton. Robert served the 
Confederate cavalry as a teamster. They 
were returning from Virginia when captured. 
Robert Stover's Pension Application was 
filed as C-91, filed with the papers of 
Samuel. Robert did not live long enough to 
draw his pension, dying on August 15, 1924. 
He is buried in Drake (Stover, 
Fitzsimmons)Cemetery, off Hwy 91 near 
Fitzsimmons Road. His marriage to Lettitia 
Carter in Carter County, TN is recorded as 
May 28,1870. 
 

 
 Robert "Bob" Stover, Teamster, Virginia 

Cavalry, C.S.A. 
- Tennessee Confederate Flaggers  

 Added: May. 17, 2016 
  

Burial: 
Fitzsimmons Cemetery  

Elizabethton 
Carter County 
Tennessee, USA 

Plot: Unmarked Grave--Verified by Burial 
Records. 

  
Created by: Bill Hicks 

Record added: Aug 12, 2013  
Find A Grave Memorial# 115334965 

 

Strong, Joe 65157352 

b. unknown d. unknown 
No cemetery 

 

Birth: unknown Death: unknown  
Confederate veteran, Mississippi  

 Burial: 
Unknown  

Created by: Martha Reid 19 UDC 
Record added: Feb 04, 2011  

Find A Grave Memorial# 65157352 
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Turner, William "Bill" 65171982 

b. 1818 d. Nov. 4, 1936 
Five Mile Cemetery 

Dallas, Dallas County, Texas, USA 
 

Birth:  1818 
Death:  Nov. 4, 1936 

Dallas 
Dallas County 
Texas, USA 

 
Black slave and served the  
Confederate States Army  

  
Burial: 

Five Mile Cemetery  
Dallas 

Dallas County 
Texas, USA 

  
Created by: Martha Reid 19 UDC 
Record added: Feb 04, 2011  

Find A Grave Memorial# 65171982 
 

Unknown, Unknown Negro Man 

10534511 

b. unknown d. unknown 
Chattanooga Confederate Cemetery 
Chattanooga, Hamilton County 

Tennessee, USA 
 
 

 
 

Vertrees, Rev Peter 53422526 

b. Dec. 16, 1840 d. Jan. 18, 1926 
Gallatin City Cemetery 
Gallatin, Sumner County 

Tennessee, USA 
 

Birth:  Dec. 16, 1840 
Edmonson County 
Kentucky, USA 

 
 

Death:  Jan. 18, 1926 
Sumner County, Tennessee, USA 

 
Birth name "Peter Skaggs," however, he 
later assumed the surname of Jacob 
Vertrees, his white paternal grandfather, to 
whom he was apprenticed at age 5. Peter 
was the son of Mary Elizabeth "Polly" 
Skaggs and Rev. Booker Harding, but 
nothing is known of their lives or deaths. 
 
In the Civil War, Peter served as a cook and 
bodyguard under his uncle, Dr. John Luther 
Vertrees, in the Orphan Brigade, 6th KY Inf, 
CSA. Following the war, he moved to 
Gallatin, TN, pursuing the Baptist ministry 
for 61 years. An historic marker is erected 
near his home in Gallatin. Rev. Vetrees was 
first married (04 July 1872) to Amanda 
(Mandia) Love Dowell, then (04 Dec 1880) 
to Sarah Head with whom he had three sons, 
and finally (20 Aug 1901) to Diora Wylie 
with whom he had five children. 
 
An article entitled, "Black Soldier of the 
Confederacy: The Life and Legacy of Peter 
Vertrees, a Kentucky Orphan," by Scott E. 
Sallee, was published in the June 1990 (Vol. 
VIII, No. 5) of the Blue & Gray Magazine. 
 

Inscription: 
6th KY Infantry, CSA 

 
Burial: 

Gallatin City Cemetery 
Gallatin, Sumner County, Tennessee, USA 

Plot: Sect A, Row 7 
GPS (lat/lon): 36.38383, -86.45232 

  
 

Created by: OBXr 
Record added: Jun 08, 2010 

Find A Grave Memorial# 5342252
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Walls, Josiah Thomas 6913371 

b. Dec. 30, 1842 d. May 15, 1905 
Greenwood Cemetery 

Tallahassee, Leon County, Florida, USA 
 

Birth:  Dec. 30, 1842 
Winchester, Winchester City, Virginia, USA 

Death:  May 15, 1905 
Tallahassee, Leon County, Florida, USA 

 
Josiah Thomas Walls was Florida's first 
African-American representative to serve in 
Congress. Walls was born a slave in 
Winchester, Virginia, in 1842. He was 
forced to join the Confederate army, but was 
released from this service after their capture 
at Yorktown by Union troops in 1862. The 
next year Walls joined the U.S. Colored 
Troops, where he rose to the rank of 
corporal. He was discharged in 1865 in 
Florida, where he stayed to become a 
teacher for the Freedmen's Bureau. In 1868 
he was elected to be the Alachua County 
representative in the Florida Constitutional 
Convention, and in 1869 was one of five 
freedmen in the Florida 
senate.http://www.crackercountry.org/explor
elearn/africanamericaninfluence/josiah-
thomas-walls 
- Martha Reid 19 UDC  
 Added: Jul. 5, 2011 
 
US Congressman. Elected to represent 
Florida in the United States House of 
Representatives, serving from 1871-1873 

and 1873-1876. Member of Florida State 
Legislature.  
  

Burial: 
Greenwood Cemetery 

Tallahassee, Leon County, Florida, USA 
 

Maintained by: Find A Grave 
Record added: Nov 08, 2002 

Find A Grave Memorial# 6913371 
 

Washington, George W. 127446049 

b. Mar. 31, 1845 d. Jan. 27, 1911 
Walker Cemetery 

Sumter, Sumter County, South Carolina, 
USA 

 
His Great Grand daughter, recently Joined 
The United Daughter's of The Confederacy, 
in Savannah. Georgia is Pictured at The 
Right of the Page. 
 
A Savannah native, Georgia Benton grew up 
hearing about the Civil War service of her 
great-grandfather, a slave from Sumter, S.C., 
who followed his master to the battles of 
Sharpsburg, Gettysburg and Petersburg, and 
then brought his body home for burial when 
he was struck down by artillery fire and 
slain during the conflict's final days. 
 
"He was fighting for his land and his 
people," Benton said of George W. 
Washington, who was 16 when he entered 
Confederate service in 1862 as the body 
servant of Lt. William Alexander McQueen, 
who was 22. 
 
To honor Washington and his three years of 
wartime service, Benton took an audacious 
step: She decided to join the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy. 
 
"I have every right to membership in the 
UDC, which along with the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, remembers and 
recognizes the men who fought for and 
rendered service to the South during the 
Civil War," said Benton. 
 
Many Confederate officers were 
accompanied by body servants, added 
Piechocinski. Elizabeth Piechocinski is the 
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president of Savannah Chapter No. 2 of the 
UDC.  
 
The servants performed a variety of chores, 
and even picked up a weapon when the 
situation demanded it. 
 
It also took in a unique tribute to George W. 
Washington, a 4-foot-high obelisk at his 
grave in Walker Cemetery in Sumter. (A 
monument to McQueen, who was killed in a 
South Carolina battle on April 9, 1865, the 
same day as Gen. Robert E. Lee's surrender, 
is located nearby in Sumter Cemetery.) 
 
Washington died in 1911, and the obelisk 
was put up by the A.A. Solomons family of 
Sumter. Washington worked for the 
Solomons as a butler and valet for almost 40 
years, said Benton, who remembers often 
visiting her great-grandfather's gravesite 
when she was a child. 
 
One side of the monument commemorates 
Washington's Civil War service and, when 
the obelisk needed repairs in 2005, they 
were paid for by the General P.G.T. 
Beauregard Camp No. 1458 of the SCV in 
Sumter. 
 
With the monument inscription and the other 
documentation, Benton's application was 
approved by the national UDC in October. 
She thus became the first African-American 
member of the Savannah chapter and the 
only African-American member in the 
Georgia division of the UDC. 
 

Her son, Leroy Benton Jr., has completed 
his application to join the local chapter of 
the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 
 
"We all have a right to honor our heritage," 
she said. 
 

 
 

Georgia Benton 
 
Great Grand daughter, recently Joined The 
United Daughter's of The Confederacy, in 

Savannah. Very Pretty Picture. 
Added by: Dixie Home Georgia 

4/04/2014 
 

DIXIE SAYS:  
God Bless You, Dear Lady.  

  
Burial: Walker Cemetery 
Sumter, Sumter County 
South Carolina, USA 

  
Created by: Dixie Home Georgia 
Record added: Apr 04, 2014  

Find A Grave Memorial# 127446049 
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Welters, Anthony T  9374303 

b. 1810 d. Jan. 5, 1902 
San Lorenzo Cemetery, Saint Augustine, St. 

Johns County 
Florida, USA 

 
Private, Company B, 3rd Florida Infantry 
Regiment, Confederate States Army 
 
The following obit contributed by Find A 
Grave contributor Martha Reid 19 UDC: 
 
Anthony enlisted as a Fifer in Captain John 
L. Phillip's Militia Company before the War 
Between The States. When the Company 
was mustered into Confederate service, 
Anthony apparently did not formally reenlist 
but stayed with the Company throughout the 
war. He surrendered with Company B on 
April 26, 1865 in North Carolina. 
 
After the war, Anthony lived at 79 Bridge 
St. in St. Augustine with his wife Sedra and 
their children Lizzie, Frank, Sara, Annie, 
Necal, and Sadie. Anthony T. Welters died 
on January 5, 1902 at the age of 92 and is 
buried near family members in the San 
Lorenzo Cemetery, St. Augustine.  

Inscription: 
PVT CO B 3RD FL INF REG CSA 
Burial: San Lorenzo Cemetery 

Saint Augustine, St. Johns County, Florida, 
USA 

Created by: Paula J . 

 
 

Wilson, Robert 11610577 

b. Jan. 13, 1836 d. Apr. 12, 1948 
Elgin State Hospital Cemetery 

Elgin, Kane County, Illinois, USA 
 
 
Black Confederate Obituary – Elgin 
(Illinois) Daily Courier-News, Monday, 
April 12, 1948"Robert (Uncle Bob) Wilson, 
veteran of the Confederate army who 
observed his 112th birthday last January 13, 
died early yesterday morning in the veterans' 
hospital at the Elgin State hospital...He 
enlisted as a private in Company H of the 

16th regiment of Virginia Infantry on 

Oct. 9, 1862 and discharged May 31, 

1863." 

 
Annie H. Darracott  

791, UDC –Lakeland, FL 
Added: Sep. 4, 2012 

 

 

 

Winbush, Pvt. Louis Napoleon  92783927 

b. unknown d. 1934 
 

CSA, Company M,  7th Tennessee Cavalry 
  

Burial:  Unknown  No cemetery 
 

Created by: Martha Reid 19 UDC 
Record added: Jun 29, 2012  

Find A Grave Memorial# 9278392 
 

 

 

             Record added: Aug 28, 2004 
       Find A Grave Memorial# 9374303 
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Yopp, William H. "Ten Cents Bill" 
10076434 

b. unknown d. Jun. 3, 1936 
Marietta Confederate Cemetery 

Marietta, Cobb County, Georgia, USA 
 
William H. "Ten-Cent Bill" Yopp, a resident 
of Laurens County, Georgia, enlisted as a 
colored drummer on 09 July 1861 and 
mustered the same day in Company H of 

the 14th Georgia Infantry. He was paroled 
on 09 April 1865 at Appomattox Court 
House, Virginia. 
 
After the war, now a free man, he returned 
to the Yopp plantation in Georgia and 
worked there until 1870. He then secured a 
job as bell boy at the Brown House in 
Macon. From there he went to New York, 
California, Europe, and then worked as a 
porter on the private car of the President of 
the Delaware and Hudson Railway. 
 
In his later years he returned to Georgia to 
find his former master, Captain T.M. Yopp, 
ready to be enrolled in the Confederate 
Soldier's Home in Atlanta. Bill was a 
frequent visitor to the home, not only to see 
his former master but the other Confederate 
veterans as well. At Christmas, with the help 
of the Macon Telegraph, he raised enough 
money to give each resident in the home $3. 
 
In 1920 Bill wrote a book entitled "Bill 
Yopp, 'Ten-Cent' Bill". The book was about 
his exploits before, during, and after the war. 
The book sold for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
for a dozen. Proceeds were shared by Bill 
and the Confederate Soldier's Home. The 

Confederate veterans were so appreciative 
of Bills help that they took up a collection 
and awarded him a medal. The board of 
trustees voted to allow Bill to stay at the 
Home for as long as he lived. He was one of 
the last remaining veterans in the Home 
when it closed its doors in the 1940's. Bill 
was also a member of the Atlanta U.C.V. 
Camp. 
 
1880 United States Federal Census: 
Name: William H. Yopp 
Home in 1880: Albany, Albany, New York 
Age: 34, Estimated birth year: abt 1846 
Birthplace: Georgia 
Relation to head-of-household: Self (Head) 
Spouse's name: Mary J. 
Occupation: Waiter 
Marital Status: Married 
Race: Black 
Gender: Male 
Sources:  
Census Source: Dainah Chandler 
http://www.civilwardata.com/active/hdsquer
y.dll?SoldierHistory?C&125020 
http://www.37thtexas.org/html/HistRef.html  
 
(special thanks to Frank Linton #47024263 
for the following info) The bio of Wm. 
Yopp "Ten- Cent Bill Yopp" has an error re: 
this line - "In 1920 Bill wrote entitled "Bill 
Yopp 'Ten-Cent' Bill". 
 
This book HISTORY Of BILL YOPP was 
written by R. deT Lawrence of Atlanta, 
Georgia in 1920. Other references are not 
cited e.g. " The Forgotten Veteran", by 
Charles Lunsford, THE CONFEDERATE 
VETERAN, November/December 1992 pp. 
12-15 & the DUBLIN COURIER 
HERALD, January 27, 1920 p. 4 
There is no mention that several years ago 
Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue honored 
him as one of the best known Black 
Confederate in the South by declaring a Bill 
Yopp Day. Gov. Perdue consulted with 
Charlie Pittman who wrote the historical 
novel TEN CENT BILL. The photo  posted 
by T. J. Cobb 01/31/2008 appears to be of 
better quality. Please consider changing 
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servant" of Capt. Thomas McCall Yopp, a 
cousin once removed of my great great 
grandfather, Hiriam Harvey Yopp of 
Montgomery County, Virginia.  
  

Burial: 
Marietta Confederate Cemetery 

Marietta, Cobb County, 
Georgia, USA 

 
 

Maintained by: Martha Reid 19 UDC 
Originally Created by: Bev 
Record added: Dec 13, 2004 

Find A Grave Memorial# 10076434 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black Confederates 

 

"The Black Confederate Soldiers..." 

by Scott Williams 

Why haven't we heard more about Black 
Confederate Soldiers? National Park 
Service historian, Ed Bearrs, stated, "I don't 
want to call it a conspiracy to ignore the role 
of Blacks both above and below the Mason-
Dixon Line, but it was definitely a tendency 
that began around 1910." Historian, Erwin 
L. Jordan, Jr., calls it a "cover-up" which 
started back in 1865. He writes, "During my 
research, I came across instances where 
Black men stated they were soldiers, but you 
can plainly see where 'soldier' is crossed out 
and 'body servant' inserted, or 'teamster' on 
pension applications." Another black 
historian, Roland Young, says he is not 
surprised that blacks fought. He explains 
that "some, if not most, Black southerners 
would support their country" and that by 
doing so they were "demonstrating it's 
possible to hate the system of slavery and 
love one's country." This is the very same 
reaction that most African Americans 
showed during the American Revolution, 
where they fought for the colonies, even 
though the British offered them freedom if 
they fought for them. 

It has been estimated that over 65,000 
Southern blacks were in the Confederate 
ranks. Over 13,000 of these, "saw the 
elephant" also known as engaging the 
enemy in combat. These Black Confederates 
included both slave and free. The 
Confederate Congress did not approve 
blacks to be officially enlisted as soldiers 
(except as musicians), until late in the war. 
But in the ranks it was a different story. 
Many Confederate officers did not obey the 
mandates of politicians, they frequently 
enlisted blacks with the simple criteria, 
"Will you fight?" Historian Ervin Jordan, 
explains that "biracial units" were frequently 
organized "by local Confederate and 
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State militia Commanders in response to 
immediate threats in the form of Union 
raids." Dr. Leonard Haynes, an African-
American professor at Southern University, 
stated, "When you eliminate the black 
Confederate soldier, you've eliminated the 
history of the South." 

As the war came to an end, the Confederacy 
took progressive measures to build back up 
its army. The creation of the Confederate 
States Colored Troops, copied after the 
segregated northern colored troops, came 
too late to be successful. Had the 
Confederacy been successful, it would have 
created the world's largest armies (at the 
time) consisting of black soldiers, even 
larger than that of the North. This would 
have given the future of the Confederacy a 
vastly different appearance than what 
modern day racist or anti-Confederate 
liberals conjecture. Not only did Jefferson 
Davis envision black Confederate Veterans 
receiving bounty lands for their service, 
there would have been no future for slavery 
after the goal of 300,000 armed black CSA 
veterans came home after the war. 

1. The "Richmond Howitzers" were partially 
manned by black militiamen.  

They saw action at 1st Manassas (aka 1st 
Battle of Bull Run) where they operated 
battery no. 2. In addition two black 
"regiments," one free and one slave, 
participated in the battle on behalf of the 
South. "Many colored people were killed in 
the action," recorded John Parker, a former 
slave. 

2. At least one Black Confederate was a 
non-commissioned officer. James 
Washington, Co. D 35th Texas 
Cavalry, Confederate States Army, became 
it's 3rd Sergeant. Higher ranking black 
commissioned officers served in militia 
units, but this was on the State militia level 
(Louisiana) and not in the regular C.S. 
Army. 

 

 

3. Free black musicians, cooks, soldiers and 
teamsters earned the same pay as white 
confederate privates. This was not the case 
in the Union army where blacks did not 
receive equal pay. At the Confederate 
Buffalo Forge in Rockbridge County, 
Virginia, skilled black workers "earned on 
average three times the wages of white 
Confederate soldiers and more than most 
Confederate army officers" ($350- $600 a 
year). 

4. Dr. Lewis Steiner, Chief Inspector of the 
United States Sanitary Commission while 
observing Gen. "Stonewall" 
Jackson's occupation of Frederick, 
Maryland, in 1862: "Over 3,000 Negroes 
must be included in this number 
[Confederate troops]. These were clad in all 
kinds of uniforms, not only in cast-off or 
captured United States uniforms, but in 
coats with Southern buttons, State buttons, 
etc. These were shabby, but not shabbier or 
seedier than those worn by white men in the 
rebel ranks. Most of the Negroes had arms, 
rifles, muskets, sabers, bowie-knives, dirks, 
etc.....and were manifestly an integral 
portion of the Southern Confederate Army." 

5. Frederick Douglas reported, "There are 
at the present moment many Colored men in 
the Confederate Army doing duty not only 
as cooks, servants and laborers, but real 
soldiers, having musket on their shoulders, 
and bullets in their pockets, ready to shoot 
down any loyal troops and do all that 
soldiers may do to destroy the Federal 
government and build up that of the rebels." 

6. Black and white militiamen returned 
heavy fire on Union troops at the Battle of 
Griswoldsville (near Macon, GA). 
Approximately 600 boys and elderly men 
were killed in this skirmish. 

7. In 1864, President Jefferson Davis 
approved a plan that proposed the 
emancipation of slaves, in return for the 
official recognition of the Confederacy
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by Britain and France. France showed 
interest but Britain refused. 

8. The Jackson Battalion included two 
companies of black soldiers. They saw 
combat at Petersburg under Col. Shipp. "My 
men acted with utmost promptness and 
goodwill...Allow me to state sir that they 
behaved in an extraordinary acceptable 
manner." 

9. Recently the National Park Service, with 
a recent discovery, recognized that blacks 
were asked to help defend the city of 
Petersburg, Virginia and were offered their 
freedom if they did so. Regardless of their 
official classification, black Americans 
performed support functions that in today's 
army many would be classified as official 
military service. The successes of white 
Confederate troops in battle, could only 
have been achieved with the support these 
loyal black Southerners. 

10. Confederate General John B. Gordon 
(Army of Northern Virginia) reported that 
all of his troops were in favor of Colored 
troops and that it's adoption would have 
"greatly encouraged the army". Gen. Lee 
was anxious to receive regiments of black 
soldiers. The Richmond Sentinel reported on 
24 March 1864, "None will deny that our 
servants are more worthy of respect than the 
motley hordes which come against us." "Bad 
faith [to black Confederates] must be 
avoided as an indelible dishonor." 

11. In March 1865, Judah P. Benjamin, 
Confederate Secretary Of State, promised 
freedom for blacks who served from the 
State of Virginia. Authority for this was 
finally received from the State of Virginia 
and on April 1st 1865, $100 bounties were 
offered to black soldiers. Benjamin 
exclaimed, "Let us say to every Negro who 
wants to go into the ranks, go and fight, and 
you are free Fight for your masters and you 
shall have your freedom." Confederate 

Officers were ordered to treat them 
humanely and protect them from "injustice 
and oppression". 

 

12. A quota was set for 300,000 black 
soldiers for the Confederate States Colored 
Troops. 83% of Richmond's male slave 
population volunteered for duty. A special 
ball was held in Richmond to raise money 
for uniforms for these men. Before 
Richmond fell, black Confederates in gray 
uniforms drilled in the streets. Due to the 
war ending, it is believed only companies or 
squads of these troops ever saw any action. 
Many more black soldiers fought for the 
North, but that difference was simply a 
difference because the North instituted this 
progressive policy more sooner than the 
more conservative South. Black soldiers 
from both sides received discrimination 
from whites who opposed the concept. 

13. Union General U. S. Grant in Feb 1865 
ordered the capture of "all the Negro men 
before the enemy can put them in their 
ranks." Frederick Douglass warned Lincoln 
that unless slaves were guaranteed freedom 
(those in Union controlled areas were still 
slaves) and land bounties, "they would take 
up arms for the rebels." 

14. On April 4, 1865, (Amelia County, VA) 
a Confederate supply train was exclusively 
manned and guarded by black Infantry. 
When attacked by Federal Cavalry, they 
stood their ground and fought off the charge, 
but on the second charge they were 
overwhelmed. These soldiers are believed to 
be from "Major Turner's" Confederate 
command. 

15. A Black Confederate, George _____, 
when captured by Federals was bribed to 
desert to the other side. He defiantly spoke, 
"Sir, you want me to desert, and I ain't no 
deserter. Down South, deserters 
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disgrace their families and I am never going 
to do that." 

16. Former slave, Horace King, accumulated 
great wealth as a contractor to the 
Confederate Navy. He was also an expert 
engineer and became known as the "Bridge 
builder of the Confederacy." One of his 
bridges was burned in a Yankee raid. His 
home was pillaged by Union troops, as his 
wife pleaded for mercy. 

17. As of Feb. 1865, 1,150 black seamen 
served in the Confederate Navy. One of 
these was among the last Confederates to 
surrender, aboard the CSS Shenandoah, six 
months after the war ended. This surrender 
took place in England. 

18. Nearly 180,000 Black Southerners, from 
Virginia alone, provided logistical support 
for the Confederate military. Many were 
highly skilled workers. These included a 
wide range of jobs: nurses, military 
engineers, teamsters, ordnance department 
workers, brakemen, firemen, harness 
makers, blacksmiths, wagon makers, 
boatmen, mechanics, wheelwrights, etc. In 
the 1920s, Confederate pensions were 
finally allowed to some of those workers 
that were still living. Many thousands more 
served in other Confederate States. 

19. During the early 1900s, many members 
of the United Confederate Veterans (UCV) 
advocated awarding former slaves rural 
acreage and a home. There was hope that 
justice could be given those slaves that were 
once promised "forty acres and a mule" but 
never received any. In the 1913 Confederate 
Veteran magazine published by the UCV, it 
was printed that this plan "If not 
Democratic, it is [the] Confederate" thing to 
do. There was much gratitude toward former 
slaves, which "thousands were loyal, to the 
last degree," now living with total poverty of 

the big cities. Unfortunately, their proposal 
fell on deaf ears on Capitol Hill. 

20. During the 50th Anniversary of 
the Battle of Gettysburg in 1913, 
arrangements were made for a joint reunion 
of Union and Confederate veterans. The 
commission in charge of the event made 
sure they had enough accommodations for 
the black Union veterans, but were 
completely surprised when unexpected black 
Confederates arrived. The white 
Confederates immediately welcomed their 
old comrades, gave them one of their tents, 
and "saw to their every need." Nearly every 
Confederate reunion including those blacks 
that served with them, wearing the gray. 

21. The first military monument in the U.S. 
Capitol that honors an African-American 
soldier is the Confederate monument at 
Arlington National cemetery. The 
monument was designed 1914 by Moses 
Ezekiel, a Jewish Confederate, who wanted 
to correctly portray the "racial makeup" in 
the Confederate Army. A black Confederate 
soldier is depicted marching in step with 
white Confederate soldiers. Also shown is 
one "white soldier giving his child to a black 
woman for protection." (source: Edward 
Smith, African American professor at the 
American University, Washington DC.) 

22. Black Confederate heritage is beginning 
to receive the attention it deserves. For 
instance, Terri Williams, a black journalist 
for the Suffolk "Virginia Pilot" newspaper, 
writes: "I've had to re-examine my 

feelings toward the [Confederate] flag 

started when I read a newspaper article 

about an elderly black man whose 

ancestor worked with the Confederate 

forces. The man spoke with pride about 

his family member's contribution to the 

cause, was photographed with the 

[Confederate] flag draped over his lap 

that's why I now have no definite
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stand on just what the flag symbolizes, 

because it no longer is their history, or my 

history, but our history." 

Sources: 

Charles Kelly Barrow, et.al. Forgotten 
Confederates: An Anthology About Black 
Southerners (1995). Currently the best book 
on the subject. 

Ervin L. Jordan, Jr. Black Confederates and 
Afro-Yankees in Civil War Virginia (1995). 
Well researched and very good source of 
information on Black Confederates, but has 
a strong Union bias. 

Richard Rollins. Black Southerners in Gray 
(1994). Excellent source. 

Dr. Edward Smith and Nelson Winbush, 
"Black Southern Heritage". An excellent 
educational video. Mr. Winbush is a 
descendant of a Black Confederate and a 
member of the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans (SCV). 

This fact page is not an all inclusive list of 
Black Confederates, only a small sampling 
of accounts. For general historical 
information on Black Confederates, contact 
Dr. Edward Smith, American University, 
4400 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington, DC 20016; Dean of American 
Studies. Dr. Smith is a black professor 
dedicated to clarifying the historical role of 
African Americans. 

 

    

 
 
 

    

Civil WarCivil WarCivil WarCivil War    

1818181865656565    

    

Confederacy Confederacy Confederacy Confederacy 

approves black approves black approves black approves black 

soldierssoldierssoldierssoldiers    

On this day in 1865, with the main Rebel 
armies facing long odds against must larger 
Union armies, the Confederacy, in a 
desperate measure, reluctantly approves the 
use of black troops. 

The situation was bleak for the Confederates 
in the spring of 1865. The Yankees had 
captured large swaths of Southern territory, 
General William T. Sherman’s Union army 
was tearing through the Carolinas, and 
General Robert E. Lee was trying valiantly 
to hold the Confederate capital of 
Richmond, Virginia, against General 
Ulysses S. Grant’s growing force. Lee and 
Confederate President Jefferson Davis had 
only two options. One was for Lee to unite 
with General Joseph Johnston’s army in the 
Carolinas and use the combined force to 
take on Sherman and Grant one at a time. 
The other option was to arm slaves, the last 
source of fresh manpower in the 
Confederacy. 

The idea of enlisting blacks had been 
debated for some time. Arming slaves was 
essentially a way of setting them free, since 
they could not realistically be sent back to 
plantations after they had fought. General 
Patrick Cleburne had suggested enlisting 
slaves a year before, but few in the 
Confederate leadership considered the 
proposal, since slavery was the foundation 
of Southern society. One politician asked, 
“What did  
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we go to war for, if not to protect our 
property?” Another suggested, “If slaves 
will make good soldiers, our whole 
theory of slavery is wrong.” Lee 
weighed in on the issue and asked the 
Confederate government for help. “We 
must decide whether slavery shall be 
extinguished by our enemies and the 
slaves be used against us, or use them 
ourselves.” Lee asked that the slaves be 
freed as a condition of fighting, but the 
bill that passed the Confederate 
Congress on March 13, 1865, did not 
stipulate freedom for those who served. 

The measure did nothing to stop the 
destruction of the Confederacy. Several 
thousand blacks were enlisted in the 
Rebel cause, but they could not begin to 
balance out the nearly 200,000 blacks 
who fought for the Union. 

 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Egbert J. Jones 

Camp #357 

Huntsville, Alabama 

Service, Honor, Service, Honor, Service, Honor, Service, Honor, & & & & Pride.Pride.Pride.Pride.    

Black Black Black Black 

Confederate Confederate Confederate Confederate 

VeteransVeteransVeteransVeterans    

The men American people admire most 
extravagantly are the most daring liars; 
the men they detest most violently are 
those who try and tell them the truth 
                            --H. L. Mencken 

 

"I had to re-examine my feelings 
toward the (Confederate) flag when I 
read a newspaper article about an elderly 
black man whose ancestor worked with 
the Confederate forces. The man spoke 
with pride about his family member's 
contribution to the cause and was 
photographed with the (Confederate) 
flag draped over his lap. That's why I 
now have no definite stand on just what 
the flag symbolizes, because it no longer 
is their history, or my history, but our 
history. 
                 --Terri Williams, a Black 
journalist for the Suffolk "Virginia Pilot" 
newspaper. 

     It has been estimated that over 
65,000 Southern blacks were in the 
Confederate ranks. Over 13,000 of these, 
"saw the elephant" also known as 
meeting the enemy in combat. These 
Black Confederates included both slave 
and free. The Confederate Congress did 
not approve blacks to be officially 
enlisted as soldiers (except as 
musicians), until late in the war. But in 
the ranks it was a different story. Many 
Confederate officers did not obey the 
mandates of politicians, they frequently 
enlisted blacks with the simple criteria, 
"Will you fight?" Historian Ervin 
Jordan, explains that "biracial units" 
were frequently organized "by local 
Confederate and State militia 
Commanders in response to immediate 
threats in the form of Union raids". Dr. 
Leonard Haynes, a African-American 
professor at Southern University, stated, 
"When you eliminate the black 
Confederate soldier, you've eliminated 
the history of the South." 
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DURING OUR WAR OF 1861, ex-slave 
Frederick Douglass observed, "There are at 
the present moment, many colored men in 
the Confederate Army doing duty not only 
as cooks, servants and laborers, but as real 
soldiers, having muskets on their shoulders 
and bullets in their pockets, ready to shoot 
down ... and do all that soldiers may do to 
destroy the Federal government." 

     Dr. Lewis Steiner, a Union Sanitary 
Commission employee who lived through 
the Confederate occupation of Frederick, 
Maryland said, "Most of the Negroes ... 
were manifestly an integral portion of the 
Southern Confederacy Army." Erwin L. 
Jordan's book "Black Confederates and 
Afro-Yankees in Civil  

War Virginia" cites eyewitness accounts of 
the Antietam campaign of "armed blacks in 
rebel columns bearing rifles, sabers, and 
knives and carrying knapsacks and 
haversacks." After the Battle of Seven Pines 
in June 1862, Union soldiers said that "two 
black Confederate regiments not only fought 
but showed no mercy to the Yankee dead or 
wounded whom they mutilated, murdered 
and robbed." 

In April 1861, a Petersburg, Virginia 
newspaper proposed "three cheers for the 
patriotic free Negroes of Lynchburg" after 
70 blacks offered "to act in whatever 
capacity may be assigned to them" in 
defense of Virginia. Erwin L. Jordan cites 
one case where a captured group of white 
slave owners and blacks were offered 
freedom if they would take an oath of 
allegiance to the United  

States. One free black indignantly replied, "I 
can't take no such oaf as dat. I'm a secesh." 
A slave in the group upon learning that his 
master refused to take the oath said, "I can't 

take no oath dat Massa won't take." A 
second slave said, "I ain't going out here 
on no dishonorable terms." One of the 
slave owners took the oath but his slave, 
who didn't take the oath, returning to 

Virginia under a flag of truce, expressed 
disgust at his master's disloyalty saying, 
"Massa had no principles." 

 

 Horace Greeley, in pointing out some differences 
between the two warring armies said, "For more 
than two years, Negroes have been extensively 
employed in belligerent operations by the 
Confederacy. They have been embodied and drilled 
as rebel soldiers and had paraded with white troops 
at a time when this would not have been tolerated 
in the armies of the Union." General Nathan 
Bedford Forrest had both slaves and freemen 
serving in units under his command. After the war, 
General Forrest said of the black men who served 
under him "(T)hese boys stayed with me ... and 
better Confederates did not live." 

   It was not just Southern generals who 
owned slaves but northern generals owned 
them as well. General Ulysses Grant's slaves 
had to await the Thirteenth Amendment for 
freedom.  

When asked why he didn't free his slaves 
earlier, General Grant said, "Good help is so 
hard to come by these days." 

     These are but a few examples of the 
important role that blacks served, both as 
slaves and freemen in the Confederacy 
during the War Between the States. 

 
 The flap over the Confederate flag is not 
quite as simple as the nation's race experts 
make it. They want us to believe 
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the flag is a symbol of racism. Yes, racists 
have used the Confederate flag, but racists 
have also used the Bible and the U.S. flag. 
Should we get rid of the Bible and lower the 
U.S. flag? Black civil rights activists and 
their white liberal supporters who're 
attacking the Confederate flag have 
committed a deep, despicable dishonor to 
our patriotic black ancestors who marched, 
fought and died to protect their homeland 
from what they saw as Northern aggression. 
 

 

 

They don't deserve the 
dishonor...... 

Walter Williams 

The Old Confederate Battle Flag 

Dear old sister Battle Flag 
With all your wear and tear 

Please help me understand why 
I was taken down and now looked upon with 

spite. 
Oh my young sister 

Those that took you down 
Are the ones that should be looked upon 

with spite. 
Let me tell you my story so you can see 

from whence you came. 
For you see I was there. 

It was me that flew over the camps in the 
early morning 

And had the smoke from the campfire caress 
me. 

It was me that heard the men talk of home 
and of their families. 

It was me that heard them laugh among 
themselves 

And silently pray when alone. 
It was me the Flag Bearer held tight. 

It was me that heard the Reb Yell as into 
battle they ran. 

It was me that had the smoke from gunfire 
forever embedded in my 

fabric. 
It was me that was falling when my carrier 

was mortally wounded. 
It was me that NEVER hit the ground 

For another soldier was there to catch me. 
Then after the battle it was me that had to 

hear the cries of the 
wounded. 

It was me that had to smell the blood. 
It was me that also had the sweet sick smell 

of death flow over my 
stars. 

It was me that had to see brother bury 
brother. 

When it was me they carried into battle the 
next day. 

It was me that NEVER saw these men give 
up or give in. 

It was me that did see them grow old and 
weary of battle. 

It was me that they gingerly folded and 
risked their life to hide when the South fell. 
You see my young sister you have a rich 

heritage and history. 
You are not alone, 

For I see those that are fighting for you to 
return to your place of 

honor. 
These men and women are the none other 

than the 
Sons and Daughters of my men. 
Yes they fight a different battle, 

But they fight with the same conviction as 
their Fathers before them. 

So my young sister flag I say to you, 
There is no shame in honoring our past. 

Worry not young sister for 
YOUWILL BE RESTORED TO 
YOUR PLACE OF HONOR. 

 
Charles W. Lee 

5th Brigade, Mississippi Division 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 
 

 



THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF COL. CHARLES DEMORSES’ 29TH  TEXAS CAVALRY CAMP    
 

 

 

 
 

To become a member  To become a member  To become a member  To become a member      

 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

 

COMMANDER: BOBBY WAYNE SMITH SR. 903-245-5631 

 

ADJUTANT: RUSSELL VOLK  903-830-6932 

 

    

 

GuardGuardGuardGuardian Program and Medalian Program and Medalian Program and Medalian Program and Medal    
    

 

The Texas Division has instituted a special program to honor the memory of our 

Confederate Ancestors and to help ensure the preservation of their final resting places. Any 

Texas Division camp member in good standing, who has demonstrated his willingness to 

serve in this special capacity, and who is at least fourteen years of age, and has tended a 

Confederate soldier's grave for two years prior, may become a FULL GUARDIAN. All 

compatriots are encouraged to participate in this most worthwhile program to honor our 

ancestors and protect their final resting places.  

 

Guardians shall care for and protect the grave of a Confederate Veteran, ensuring 

that the site is kept clean and well maintained year round. He shall be responsible that the 

grave has an appropriate marker designating it as the resting place of a Confederate 

Veteran. He shall personally visit the grave a minimum of three times a year, to include 

Confederate Memorial Day, or at least one week prior, when he shall place either a wreath 

or small Confederate Flag, or both, on the grave.  

 

Individuals who wish to become a GUARDIAN must complete the Guardian 

Application form and submit it to the Chairman of the Guardian Review Committee. There 

is an application fee of $10.00 to cover the cost of the GUARDIAN pin and certificate.  

 

For more information about the program and how to apply,  

Contact: Commander Bobby W. Smith Sr. 
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